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CHILDREN’S VOICE 
“We’ve been reading The Day The Crayons 
Quit by Drew Daywalt,  the child has been 

using the Red Crayon a lot”. 
 Harley - 2A 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Thurs 8th Feb Year 6 Parents Evening 

Fri 9th Feb 
END OF TERM             

Last Day of Term 

Mon 19th Feb School Reopens  

Mon 26th Feb Chicks arriving in EYFS 

Mon 26th Feb Scholastic Book Fair 

Thurs 7th Mar World Book Day 

Mon 11th Mar Science Week 

Tues 12th Mar 
Parents Evening        
EYFS - Year 5 

Thurs 14th Mar 
Parents Evening                   
EYFS - Year 5 

Fri 15th Mar Comic Relief 

Fri 22nd Mar 
END OF TERM 
Last Day of Term 

Mon 8th April School Reopens 

Designated Safeguarding Leads - Mrs K Ashton (Headteacher), Mr D Benson (Deputy Headteacher),  

Mrs R Knowles (Assistant Head Teacher, SENCO & Early Years Foundation Leader), Mrs R Betham Teacher, Miss A Walsh Learning  

Mentor Safeguarding Governor , Mrs A Spiers  (Chair of Governors - aspiers@hendal.wakefield.sch.uk) If you have any concerns regarding the 
welfare of children you can contact Social Care Direct on 0345 850 3503 

NEW GOVERNORS - We have a 
vacancy on our Governing Body.  If you 
would like to apply please fill in a 
declaration of interest form from the 
School Office.  We are looking for people 
from local businesses or with a 
background in Education or a parent who 
can support the School and bring their 
own skills and knowledge to the role. 

 

CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK  
NON UNIFORM FRIDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2024 

After our assembly on Monday, where children were introduced to 
the theme “My Voices Matters”, they have voted to have a non 
uniform day this Friday.  Children can ’express themselves’ by 
wearing their favourite colour, whilst raising awareness for 
Children’s Mental Health Week. 

HALF TERM 
School closes on Friday 9th February 2024 and opens on 

Monday 19th February 2024 

 

Home Is Where The Start Is 
Communication counts is a free online family 
festival which celebrates the role of parents 
and carers as their child's first and enduring 
educator.  During this virtual family event, 
which is aimed at parents and carers of under 
fives, early development experts will share 
information and advice about how parents 
and carers can support children’s learning 
and development at home.   
 

Activities will include sessions on 
bilingualism, Makaton and music, movement 
and rhythm and rhyme … and so much more. 
 

The three day online festival will run from 
Thursday 22nd to Saturday 24th February and 
families can book to attend as many or as few 
free sessions as they like. 
 

The event is supported by the DfE Voluntary 
and Community Sector Fund, free 
tickets can be booked at                      
bit.ly/FamilyFestival2024 

YEAR 1 Chinese New Year Fun Day Wednesday 7th February 2024 
This afternoon Parents and Carers have been invited to join us in class for some 
Chinese crafts.  On Thursday 8th February the children can come to School in red 
or gold (non uniform) to celebrate Chinese New Year. 

 

INTERNET SAFETY DAY - TUESDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 2024 
Yesterday children had a Safer Internet Assembly led by Mrs Bentham and our 
newly appointed Digital Leaders.  The theme this year is “Together for a Better 
Internet”.  The key message was to report anything that makes a child feel 
worried or scared which has been seen online.  Please take this opportunity to 
check your children’s devices and set parental controls. 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/free-online-
safety-group-workshops/ 

 

Football Tournament Winners 
Congratulations to Dylan, Edward, Mason, Max, Patrick, 
Rafael, Saikou, Theo and William on winning The Wakefield 
Football Tournament. They finished the competition 
unbeaten, which resulted in them being crowned 
champions.  The boys showed fantastic sportsmanship.  We 
are very proud of their teamwork and resilience. 

 

WORD AWARE - LAUNCH 
Last week all teachers and support staff received training from Stephen Parsons, one 
of the Writers of the ‘Word Aware’ Programme.  The Word Aware approach 
provides a structured framework to promote vocabulary development for all 
children and has been rigorously tried and tested. 
 

We are exicted to launch our implementation of Word Aware at Hendal Primary 
School.  Over the next six weeks we will be getting excited 
about words.  Children will be playing lots of games in class 
and we need your help to promote discussions around any 
new words your child learned each day.  Your child will come 
home with a word collector bookmark for you to record up to 
ten exciting words over the half term holiday.  Please return 
your bookmark the first week back. 

 

EYFS - SPACE EXPEDITION - We would like to say a big thank you 
to all parents/carers and grandparents for coming to our Space Expedition.  A 
wonderful time was had by all, making special memories for you and your child. 

 

Dining Hall Improvements Over the last half term, we 
have been working very hard to improve your child’s dining experience 
at lunchtime.  This has included a new table plan, cutlery trays, table 
signs and dining hall posters.  We also have music that is played every 
day to help keep our dining room calm and enjoyable. 



Attendance 

Tracking 

Attendance 

Tracking 

Class Weekly Attendance 

Llama (6A) 90.0% 

Penguin (6B) 96.0% 

Zebra (5A) 94.2% 

Falcon (5B) 95.4% 

Rhinoceros (4A) 82.6% 

Koala (4B) 94.2% 

Orca (3A) 87.9% 

Giraffe (3B) 95.7% 

Toucan (2A) 95.8% 

Flamingo (2B) 98.2% 

Tiger (1A) 92.4% 

Panda (1B) 92.2% 

Lions 1 (UF1) 70.1% 

Lions 2 (UF2) 92.1% 

LATE ARRIVALS 

9 children arrived late last week - this 

means that they lost valuable learning 
time and did not get the best possible 
start to the school day.  Why not bring 

your child to our breakfast club to make 
sure they are at school ready to start 

lessons on time every day. 

ATTENDANCE INDICATORS  

Below 90% 
Unacceptable persistent 
absence - serious cause for 
concern. 

90-94.99% 
Cause for concern - less chance 
of progression 

95-97.99% 
Satisfactory - room for 
improvement 

98-99.99% Good 

100% Excellent 

At Hendal Primary School we are 
dedicated to ensuring that each child 

has the opportunity to learn to the 
best of their ability and reach their full 
potential. To achieve this it is vital that 
children attend school every day, and 

arrive on time.  

100% Class Attendance Non Uniform 

Unfortunately no classes achieved 100% for week 
commencing 29th January 2024. 

ATTENDANCE 

If a class gets 100% they are allowed 
to come in non school uniform the 
following Friday.  Children love trying 
to achieve this and we would be 
grateful if you could support us with 
this. 

Star of the week 
Class Star of the Week Class Star of the Week 

Llama (6A) Max  Toucan (2A) Inaaya 

Penguin (6B) Saikou Flamingo (2B) Ezra 

Zebra (5A) Amy Tiger (1A) Amelia 

Falcon (5B) Emilis Panda (1B) Maisie 

Rhinoceros (4A) Brody Lions (UF1) Theo 

Koala (4B) Farrah Lions (UF2) Layla 

Orca (3A) Deena Lion Cubs  Harry  

Giraffe (3B) Jaxon Lion Cubs Todd  

    

ATTENDANCE CLASS LEADERS 

 3B Half Term reward for extra playtime 

on last day of half term. 

3B Termly reward of a golden hour on 

last day of term. 

6B Whole School yearly reward of a visit 

by the Ice Cream van. 

EVERY DAY COUNTS! 

 Attendance as at  

2nd February 2024 

91.3% (Target 100%) 

Year So Far 

94.5% 


