Year 5 – The Gunpowder Plot


Narrator1: Over 400 years ago, there was a new king in England; his name was King James 1.  He was the first Stewart king after the Tudor reign. 
King James: Good Day my fellow subjects I am King James the first. I am trying to be more sympathetic to Catholics than my mother was. My wife is a Catholic and I want to do right by my country men. 

Narrator 2: People of the Catholic faith had had a tough time when Queen Elizabeth (James’s mother) ruled the country. She killed Catholics just because they wanted to go to church.  She wanted everyone to become Protestants. When James became king, the Catholics thought their luck might change, after all, his mother had been a Catholic and she had been executed by the tyrant Elizabeth.
Catholic 1: At last! We will be treated fairly again. No more hiding who we are and fearing for our lives. 
Catholic 2: I feel so fortunate. I won’t get killed because of what I believe in and I can stop hiding the priest in my secret cellar when I want to pray or confess my sins. 
Narrator 3:  Unfortunately…… This was not to last. King James tried to be sympathetic to the Catholics but he could not please the puritan Protestants and was displeased that the Catholics were gaining strength.   
King James: I despise the Catholic faith and all Catholics. Anyone caught taking mass will be fined or thrown into jail.  
Catholic 3: Quick priest get back into the priest hole. We must protect you. 

Catholic 4:  (Sobbing)  Why can’t we just go to our own church?  Why aren’t I allowed to say my own prayers? I am going against my faith but I’m too afraid to do anything else. 
Narrator 4:  Catholics were saddened and annoyed with how they were being treated. A man called Robert Catesby had a plan.

Robert C: King James cannot get away with treating us this way. I should be allowed to choose my own faith for myself. I have a plan……The King must die! 
Catholics: Hurray!
Narrator4: Robert Catesby called a secret meeting with his friends, he wanted a new ruler….. a Catholic Monarch on the thrown. They plotted to make this happen. 
Robert C: Come and listen to my plan. Together, we will blow up the Houses of Parliament. The ideal time to strike will be during the opening of parliament on the 5th of November. The King will be there with all of protestant counterparts. We shall kill them all! 

Guy Fawkes: A fantastic plan my friend. I will make sure it is a success, for I am an explosives expert. I know how to use gunpowder and when I light my match, the Houses of Parliament will explode into millions of tiny pieces. Killing the king and the corrupt Protestant government. 
Narrator 5: So the Catholics got to work. They rented a house with cellars reaching underneath the house of lords and they moved 36 barrels of gunpowder across the River Thames and hid the barrels there.  

Narrator 6: But the plan started to fall apart. One of the plotters started to feel guilty about the plan and sent a letter to his brother-in law, Lord Monteagle, 
Catholic 5: (writes a letter) My lord, out of the love I have for some of your friends, I want to make sure you are safe.  Because of this I would advise you to not attend this sitting of parliament because God and man have agreed to punish the wickedness of this time.  Do not think this is a joke, go to your estate in the country where you will be safe, because although there is no sign of any problem yet, this parliament will receive a terrible blow, but they will not see who it is that hurts them.  This advice should not be ignored as it may do you some good, and it can do you no harm because the danger will have passed as soon as you have burned this letter.  I hope God grants you the grace to make good use of it, and that he protects you.

Narrator 7: Lord Monteagle was worried. He told a friend of the king, Robert Cecil. A servant of Lord Montegagle sent word to the plotters of their discovery  yet the plotters still decided that they would blow up the House of Parliament.
Narrator 8:  On the 4th of November just before midnight, Guy Fawkes went down to the cellar with matches, ready to light the explosives. 
Guards: You There stop!!! You are being arrested for Treason against the King of England James I. 

Narrator 9: Guy Fawkes was arrested by soldiers. 
Guy Fawkes: Stop you have the wrong man, my name is John Johnson. 
Narrator 9: They didn’t believe him and he was tortured horribly for the next two days 

Guy Fawkes: Pleeeeease no more……I confess…. We plotted to kill the King and the government. 
Narrator 10: Guy Fawkes also named the other people who helped with the plot. They all died a terrible, gory death they were hung, drawn and quartered. The King decided that on the 5th of November every year from that day we would remember the Gunpowder Plot and how Guy Fawkes’ plan failed.
ALL: Remember, remember the 5th November, 

Gunpowder, treason and plot. 

We see no reason why gunpowder treason should ever be forgot. 
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