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What is the Local Offer?
The Local Offer was first introduced in the Green Paper (March 2011) to detail what
local services are available to support disabled children and children with SEN and
their families. This easy to understand information will set out what is normally
available in schools to help children with lower level SEN as well as the options to
support families who need additional help to care for their child.
What will it do?
The Wakefield framework will allow the Local Offer to provide parents/carers with
information about how to access services in their area and what they can expect
from those services. It will let parents/carers and young people know how school and
colleges will support them and what they can expect across local schools and
colleges.
http://wakefield.mylocaloffer.org/Home

Special Educational Needs
Hendal Primary School provides a broad and balanced curriculum for all children.
The National Curriculum is our starting point for planning that meets the specific
needs of individuals and groups of children. When planning, teachers set suitable
learning challenges and respond to children’s diverse learning needs. Some children
have barriers to learning that mean they have special needs and require particular
action by the school.
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Children may have special educational needs either throughout or at any time during
their school career. This policy ensures that curriculum planning and assessment for
children with special educational needs takes account of the type and extent of the
difficulty experienced by the child.
Children with special educational needs have learning difficulties that call for special
provision to be made. All children may have special needs at some time in their lives.
Children have a learning difficulty if:
•
•

they have significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children
of the same age
they have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of the
educational facilities that are provided for other children of the same age

Educational inclusion
In our school we aim to offer excellence and choice to all our children, whatever their
ability or needs. We have high expectations of all our children. We aim to achieve
this through the removal of barriers to learning and participation. We want all our
children to feel that they are a valued part of our school community. Through
appropriate curricular provision, we respect the fact that children:
• have different educational and behavioural needs and aspirations
• require different strategies for learning
• acquire, assimilate and communicate information at different rates
• need a range of different teaching approaches and experiences
Aims and objectives
The aims of this policy are:
• to create an environment that meets the special educational needs of each
child
• to ensure that the special educational needs of children are identified,
assessed and provided for
• to make clear the expectations of all partners in the process
• to identify the roles and responsibilities of staff in providing for children’s
special educational needs
• to enable all children to have full access to all elements of the school
curriculum
• to ensure that parents are able to play their part in supporting their child’s
education
• to ensure that our children have a voice in this process
This SEN policy details how Hendal Primary school will do its best to ensure that the
necessary provision is made for any pupil who has special educational needs and
those needs are made known to all who are likely to teach them. The school will use
its best endeavours to ensure that teachers in the school are able to identify and
provide for those pupils who have special educational needs.
We will ensure that pupils with special educational needs join in the activities of the
school together with pupils who do not have special educational needs, so far as is
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reasonably practical and compatible with the child receiving the special educational
provision and the efficient education of the pupils with whom they are educated.
Hendal Primary School will have regard to the Special Educational Needs Code of
Practice when carrying out its duties toward all pupils with special educational needs
and ensure that parents are notified of a decision by the school that SEN provision is
being made for their child.
Partnership with parents plays a key role in enabling children and young people with
SEN to achieve their potential. This school recognises that parents hold key
information and have knowledge and experience to contribute to the shared view of
a child’s needs and the best ways of supporting them. All parents of children with
special educational needs will be treated as partners and supported to play an active
and valued role in their children’s education.
Children and young people with special educational needs often have a unique
knowledge of their own needs and their views about what sort of help they would like
to help them make the most of their education will be ascertained. They will be
encouraged to participate in all the decision-making processes and contribute to the
assessment of their needs, the review and transition processes.
The Role of SENCO
• manages the day-to-day operation of the policy;
• co-ordinates the provision for and manages the responses to children’s
special needs;
• supports and advises colleagues;
• oversees the records of all children with special educational needs;
• acts as the link with parents;
• acts as the link with external agencies and other support agencies;
• monitors and evaluates the special educational needs provision, and reports
to the governing body;
• manages a range of resources, both human and material, to enable
appropriate provision to be made for children with special educational needs;
• contributes to the professional development of all staff.
The Role of the Governing Body
• The Governing Body has due regard to the Code of Practice when carrying out
its duties toward all pupils with special educational needs.
• The Governing Body does its best to secure the necessary provision for any
pupil identified as having special educational needs. The Governors ensure that
all teachers are aware of the importance of providing for these children. They
consult the LA and other schools, when appropriate, and report annually to
parents on the success of the school’s policy for children with special
educational needs. The Governing Body ensures that parents are notified of
any decision by the school that SEN provision is to be made for their child.
• The Governing Body has identified a Governor to have specific oversight of the
school’s provision for pupils with special educational needs. The 'responsible
person' in this school is the headteacher. The headteacher ensures that all
those who teach a pupil with an Education Health Care Plan are aware of the
nature of the plan.
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•

The SEN Governor ensures that all Governors are aware of the school’s SEN
provision, including the deployment of funding, equipment and personnel.

Teachers respond to children’s needs by:
• providing support for children who need help with communication, language
and literacy
• planning to develop children’s understanding through the use of all their
senses and of varied experiences
• planning for children’s full participation in learning, and in physical and
practical activities
• helping children to manage their behaviour and to take part in learning
effectively and safely
• helping individuals to manage their emotions, particularly trauma or stress,
and to take part in learning
Individual Education Plan (IEP)
Strategies employed to enable the child to progress are recorded within an Individual
Education Plan (IEP).
An IEP only records that which is additional to, or different from, the differentiated
curriculum and will focus on individual targets that match the child’s individual learning
needs. The IEP targets are set by the class teacher. The IEP is reviewed at least
twice a year and parents’ views on the child’s progress are sought. Wherever possible,
the child also takes part in the review process and is involved in setting the targets.
The IEP includes information about:
▪ the short-term targets set for the child;
▪ the teaching strategies to be used;
▪ the provision to be put in place;
▪ when the plan is to be reviewed;
▪ outcomes (to be recorded when IEP is reviewed).
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One Page Pupil Profile (OPPP)
A child’s One Page Profile will be planned by the staff involved in your child’s
education. It will be tailored to suit the child’s individual needs. The OPPP will
include learning and also behavioural targets set for the child. Every term progress
towards these targets will be assessed and shared with the child and parents.
Children have their OPPP Targets readily available on their desk throughout the
school day. Where appropriate the targets will be set through a Person Centred
Planning meeting. This is carried out with the child, parents/guardian, SENCO, class
teacher and other external agencies where we all meet to agree appropriate targets.

My Support Plan (MSP)
The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO), if not already involved, will
become involved if the teacher and parents feel that the child would benefit from
further support. The SENCO will then take the lead in further assessments of the
child’s needs. A My Support Plan MSP will be completed and reviewed with the
child, parents/guardians, teaching staff and external agencies. The reviews will
assess and monitor achievement towards a child’s targets and also outcomes set. If
the child continues to demonstrate significant cause for concern, a request for
statutory assessment will be made to the Local Authority. A range of written
evidence about the child will support the request.
School request for a statutory assessment
Where our school makes a request for a statutory assessment to an LA, the child will
have demonstrated significant cause for concern. The LA will need information about
the child’s progress over time, and will also need documentation in relation to the
child’s special educational needs and any action taken to deal with those needs,
including any resources or special arrangements put in place. The school provides
evidence information that may include:
▪ individual education plans for the pupil;
▪ records of regular reviews and their outcomes;
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▪ the pupil’s health including the child’s medical history where relevant;
▪ national curriculum levels attainments in literacy and mathematics;
▪ educational and other assessments, for example from an advisory specialist
support teacher or an educational psychologist;
▪ views of the parents and of the child;
▪ involvement of other professionals such as health, social services or education
welfare service.
Education Health Care Plan (EHCP)
Statutory assessment involves consideration by the Local Authority (LA), working cooperatively with parents, our school and, as appropriate, other agencies, as to whether
a statutory assessment of the child’s special educational needs is necessary. A child
will be brought to the LA’s attention as possibly requiring an assessment through a
request by us, from a parent or a referral by another agency. Where the evidence
presented to the LA suggests that the child’s learning difficulties have not responded
to relevant and purposeful measures taken by the school and external specialists, and
may call for special educational provision which cannot reasonably be provided within
the resources normally available to mainstream schools, the LA will consider the case
for a statutory assessment of the child’s special educational needs. The LA may
decide that the degree of the pupil’s learning difficulty and the nature of the provision
necessary to meet the child’s special educational needs is such as to require the LA
to determine the child’s special educational provision through an EHCP.
Annual Review of EHCP
All EHCP’s are reviewed at least annually. The parents, the pupil, the LA, the school
and professionals involved are invited to consider whether any amendments need to
be made to the description of the pupil’s needs or to the special educational provision
specified in the Educational Health Care Plan. The annual review focuses on what
the child has achieved, as well as on any difficulties that need to be resolved.
At the review in year 5, the aim is to give clear recommendations as to the type of
provision the child will require at the secondary stage. It is then possible for the
parents to visit secondary schools and to consider appropriate options within the
similar timescales as other parents. The SENCO of the receiving school is invited to
attend the final annual review of pupils with an EHCP, to allow the receiving school to
plan an appropriate IEP to start at the beginning of the new school year and enable
the pupil and the parents to be reassured that an effective and supportive transfer will
occur.
Allocation of resources
• The SENCO is responsible for the operational management of the specified
and agreed resourcing for special needs provision within the school, including
the provision for children with Educational Health Care Plans.
• The headteacher informs the governing body of how the funding allocated to
support special educational needs has been employed.
• The headteacher and the SENCO meet annually to agree on how to use
funds directly related to Educational Health Care Plans. The SENCO draws
up the resources bid when the school is planning for the next school
improvement plan.
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Interventions and Provision
If a pupil has needs related to more specific areas of their education, such as
spelling, handwriting, numeracy and literacy skills, etc. then the pupil may be placed
in a small focus group. The length of time of the intervention will vary according to
need. The interventions, which are steps taken to provide additional support, will be
regularly reviewed by all involved to ascertain their effectiveness and to inform future
planning. If you have any queries related to the interventions please do not hesitate
to contact the class teacher or SENCO. A request for involvement may be made to
the Local Authority with your consent, in order to discuss the most appropriate way
forward with either the Educational Psychology service or the Learning Support
Service. After an assessment of need, appropriate support or advice will be
provided.
Children with SEND and medical needs
If a child has a medical need then a detailed Care Plan will be provided by a medical
professional. These are shared with all staff who are involved with the child. Staff
receive EpiPen/diabetic/epilepsy training as required. Where necessary, and in
agreement with parents/carers, prescribed medicines are administered in school but
only where a signed consent form is in place to ensure the safety of both child and
staff member. Identified staff have basic first aid training and key members of staff
have paediatric first aid qualifications.

FAQ
What should I do if I think my child may have Special Educational Needs?
The class teacher is the initial point of contact for responding to parental concerns.
We have an open door policy so staff are readily available to discuss any concerns.
You can also contact the school SENCo by email rknowles@hendal.wakefield.sch.uk
or by telephone on the school number 01924 259465.
How will I know how Hendal Primary School supports my child?
It is the responsibility for all staff in school to ensure we meet the needs of all
individual children. On identification of a Special Education Need children are
supported through a variety of documents listed below.
Pupil Progress Meetings are held half termly. This is a meeting where the class
teacher and SLT meet to discuss the progress of the children in their class. This
shared discussion may highlight any potential problems in order for further support to
be planned.
How will I know how my child is doing?
• Through the school’s assessment and reporting systems, you will be kept
regularly informed about your child’s progress.
• You will be able to discuss your child’s progress at parent consultation
evenings.
• Appointments can be made to speak, in more detail, with members of staff if
you require. Contact school at any point to arrange a convenient time
• Written school reports are sent home every year in the summer term.
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How will you help me to support my child’s learning?
• Staff may suggest ways of how you can support your child.
• The Headteacher or SENCO may meet with you to discuss how to support
your child with strategies to use if there are difficulties with a child’s
behaviour/social and emotional needs.
• If outside agencies or the educational psychologist have been involved,
suggestions and programmes of study are normally provided and should be
used at home.
• This home-school partnership is essential.
What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school?
At times it may be necessary to consult with outside services to receive their more
specialised expertise. An educational psychologist is allocated to schools. He/she
would normally only work directly with pupils whose needs are considerable and
have not responded well to the interventions previously put in place for them. In
order to help understand the pupil’s educational needs better, the psychologist will
generally meet with the parent/carer and give feedback after the assessment has
been completed. He/she will offer advice to the school and parent/carer on how to
best support the child in order to take their learning forward.
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