
History 

History In Key Stage 1 Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events 

they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical 

terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should 

understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.  

In Key Stage 2 Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across 

the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes 

devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 

organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. In planning to ensure the progression 

described above through teaching the British, local and world history outlined below, teachers should combine overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of 

development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content. 

 Year 1 Year 2 
Topic Into the Woods We need a Hero! 

Historical Enquiry How has Newmillerdam changed over time? How did Florence Nightingale and Neil Armstrong shape the world we live in today? 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Begin to sequence events in their life  
Begin to recognise the difference between past and present in 
their own and others’ lives  

Sequence a set of events in chronological order and give reasons for their order? 
Sequence events about the life of a famous person? 
 

Historical Knowledge Begin to compare adults talking about the past – how reliable are 

their memories? 

Identify differences between ways of life at different times 

Topic Floppy’s Toy Box Bright Lights, Big City 

Historical Enquiry How have toys changed over the years? The Great Fire of London- learn about a famous event that happened in Britain. 
Research the life of a famous Briton from the past using different resources to help them. 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Sequence three objects/events in order. 
Remembers parts of stories and memories from the past. 
Know that some objects belonged to the past? 
Use language: old, new, young, days, months, long time ago 

Work out how long ago an event happened? 
Compare pictures or photographs of people or events in the past   
Looks at books and pictures (and eye-witness accounts, photos, artefacts, buildings and 

visits, internet).  

Historical Knowledge Begin to know and recount episodes from stories about the past   
Can they begin to identify the main differences between old and 
new objects? 
Can they answer questions using an artefact/ photograph 
provided? 
 
 

Identify differences between ways of life at different times 
Research the life of a famous Briton from the past using different resources to help them 
Asks and answers questions such as: ’what was it like for a ….?’, ‘what happened in the 
past?’, ‘how long ago did …. happen?’ 



Topic Exploring China Art Attack 

Historical Enquiry What is the history of the Great Wall of China? The life of Barbara Hepworth and Vincent Van Gogh  
Research the life of someone who used to live in their area using the Internet and other 
sources to find out about them? 

Chronological 
Understanding 

Begin to find answers to simple questions about the past from 
sources of information e.g. artefacts 

Compare pictures or photographs of people or events in the past 
Understands why some people in the past did things.  

Historical Knowledge Begins to identify and recount some details from the past from 
sources (e.g. pictures, stories).  
Can they answer questions using an artefact/ photograph 
provided? 

Use a source – observe or handle sources to answer questions about the past on the basis of 

simple observations.  

Topic Old McDonald’s Farm We’re going on Safari 
Historical Enquiry How have farms and machinery changed over time? The history of the First Aeroplane Flight- The Wright Brothers. Who was Amelia Earhart? 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Begin to recognise the difference between past and present in 
their own and others’ lives 

Understand why some people in the past did things.  
Looks at books and pictures (and eye-witness accounts, photos, artefacts, buildings and 
visits, internet).  

Historical Knowledge Give a plausible explanation about what an object was used for in 
the past?  
Begin to identify the main differences between old and new 
objects? 
Give a plausible explanation about what an object was used for in 
the past? 

Understands why some people in the past did things.  
Research the life of a famous Briton from the past using different resources to help them 
 

 

Topic The animals that came to tea Green Planet (Geography Focus) 

Historical Enquiry Who was Judith Kerr? Changes over time and how this impacts on the planet-Geography link 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Recognise that a story that is read to them may have happened a 
long time ago? 

 

Historical Knowledge Begin to use stories to encourage children to distinguish between 

fact and fiction   

Identify differences between ways of life at different times 
 

Topic Seaside Adventures How does your garden grow? 

Historical Enquiry How do Victorian seaside holidays compare to seaside holidays 

now?  

How has life of famous explorers such as James Cook and 

Christopher Columbus shaped the world we live in today? 

Who is Claude Monet? 

How has Kettlethorpe and our local area changed over time? 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Recognise that a story that is read to them may have happened a 

long time ago 

Compare pictures or photographs of people or events in the past 

 

Historical Knowledge Begin to identify the main differences between old and new 
objects. Give a plausible explanation about what an object was 
used for in the past. 

Explain how their local area was different in the past? 



 



 Year 3 Year 4 
Topic Savage Stone Age Groovy Greeks! 

Historical Enquiry Stone Age- Mary Anning 
Use a range of sources to find out about a period- printed sources, 
the internet, pictures, photos, music, artefacts, historic buildings 
and visits to collect information about the past. 
Observe small details – artefacts, pictures   
Select and record information relevant to the study   
Look at representations of the period  
Distinguish between different sources 

Life in ancient Greece- Alexander the Great. 
Uses documents, printed sources, the internet, pictures, photos, music, artefacts, historic 
buildings and visits to collect information about the past.  
Asks questions such as ‘what was it like for a …… during ……?’  
Can they communicate knowledge and understanding orally and offer points of view based 
upon what they have found out 
 
 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Begin to place the time studied on a time line   
Begin to use dates and terms related to the study unit and passing 
of time   
Sequence several events or artefacts 
Understands timeline can be divided into BC and AD.  
Uses words and phrases: century, decade, ancient 
Use mathematical knowledge to work out how long ago events 
would have happened 

Uses words and phrases: century, decade, BC, AD, after, before, during.  
Names and places dates of significant events and periods of history from past on a timeline. 
 

Historical Knowledge Find out about everyday lives of people in time studied   
Compare with our life today  
Identify reasons for and results of people's actions 
Uses evidence to describe past: Houses and settlements Things of 
importance to people 
Describes similarities and differences between people, events and 
objects  

Shows Knowledge and understanding by describing features of past societies and periods. 
Describes how some of the past events/people affect life today. 
Do they appreciate how items found belonging to the past are helping us to build up an 
accurate picture of how people lived in the past? 
 

Topic The wonderful world of Roald Dahl Natural Disasters 

Historical Enquiry Mayans- The History of Chocolate 
Use a range of sources to find out about a period- printed sources, 
the internet, pictures, photos, music, artefacts 
Observe small details – artefacts, pictures   
Select and record information relevant to the study   
Look at representations of the period  

History of Pompeii- Science - Thomas Edison 
Uses documents, printed sources, the internet, pictures, photos, music, artefacts, historic 
buildings and visits to collect information about the past.  
Asks questions such as ‘what was it like for a …… during ……?’  
 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Begin to place the time studied on a time line   

Understands timeline can be divided into BC and AD. Uses words 

and phrases: century, decade, ancient 

Place the time studied on a time line   

Use dates and terms related to the study unit and passing of time   

Sequence several events or artefacts   

 

Names and places dates of significant events and periods of history from past on a timeline. 
 



Historical Knowledge Identify key features and events of time studied   

Find out about everyday lives of people in time studied   
 

 

 

 

 Identify key features and events of time studied   

Offer a reasonable explanation for some events   

Look for links and effects in time studied   

Describes how some of the past events/people affect life today. 

Appreciate how items found belonging to the past are helping us to build up an accurate 

picture of how people lived in the past 

Topic Revolting Romans- Roman Britain- Boudicca Vicious Vikings 
Historical Enquiry Who were the Romans and why did they invade Britain? 

Use a range of sources to find out about a period- printed sources, 
the internet, pictures, photos, music, artefacts, 
Select and record information relevant to the study   
Look at representations of the period 

Living in Viking times. 
Uses documents, printed sources, the internet, pictures, photos, music, artefacts, historic 
buildings and visits to collect information about the past.  
 
Asks questions such as ‘what was it like for a …… during ……?’  
 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Begin to place the time studied on a time line   

Understands timeline can be divided into BC and AD. Uses words 

and phrases: century, decade, ancient 

Describe events from the past using dates 

use mathematical knowledge to work out how long ago events 

would have happened 

Uses words and phrases: century, decade, BC, AD, after, before, during.  
Names and places dates of significant events and periods of history from past on a timeline. 
Can they begin to build up a picture of what main events happened in Britain/ the world 
during different centuries?   
 

Historical Knowledge Find out about everyday lives of people in time studied   
Identify reasons for and results of people's actions 
Find out about Culture and leisure activities e.g.  Saxons Jewellery, 
money, and through the visit to Murton Park.  
Find out about Clothes, way of life and actions of people, buildings 
and their uses 
Differences between lives of rich and poor  
Things of importance to people 
Identify key features and events of time studied   
Offer a reasonable explanation for some events   
Look for links and effects in time studied   
Can they begin to picture what life would have been like for the early 
settlers 
Can they recognise that Britain has been invaded by several different 
groups over time? 
Describes similarities and differences between people, events and 

objects Suggest why certain events happened as they did in history- 

Failed Roman invasions (weather), Boudicca’s rebellion and 

Introduction of farming. 

Shows Knowledge and understanding by describing features of past societies and periods. 
Identify key features and events of time studied   Offer a reasonable explanation for some 
events  
Look for links and effects in time studied   
Describes how some of the past events/people affect life today. 
Appreciate how items found belonging to the past are helping us to build up an accurate 
picture of how people lived in the past? 
 



Topic Passport to Italy (Geography topic) Vicious Vikings 
Historical Enquiry Use a range of sources to find out about a period- printed sources, 

the internet, pictures, photos, music, artefacts, 

Select and record information relevant to the study   
Look at representations of the period 

How Vikings have impacted on us today. 
Uses documents, printed sources, the internet, pictures, photos, music, artefacts, historic 
buildings and visits to collect information about the past.  
Asks questions such as ‘what was it like for a …… during ……?’  
 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Begin to place the time studied on a time line   

Describe events from the past using dates 

 

 

Names and places dates of significant events and periods of history from past on a timeline. 
Can they begin to build up a picture of what main events happened in Britain/ the world 
during different centuries?   

Historical Knowledge Identify key features and events of time studied   

Find out about everyday lives of people in time studied   

Identify reasons for and results of people's actions 

Shows Knowledge and understanding by describing features of past societies and periods. 
Identify key features and events of time studied   
Offer a reasonable explanation for some events   
Look for links and effects in time studied   
Describes how some of the past events/people affect life today. 
Do they appreciate how items found belonging to the past are helping us to build up an 
accurate picture of how people lived in the past? 
Can they independently or as part of a group, present an aspect they have researched about 
a given period of history using multimedia skills when doing so? 

Topic Smashing Saxons Scarborough 

Historical Enquiry Anglo-Saxons & Scots life 
Use a range of sources to find out about a period- printed sources, 
the internet, pictures, photos, music, artefacts, 
Select and record information relevant to the study   
Look at representations of the period 

English link - Inventor of the aqualung 
Jacques Cousteau. 

Understands the difference between primary and secondary sources of evidence.  
Asks questions such as ‘what was it like for a …… during ……?’  

Chronological 

Understanding 

Begin to place the time studied on a time line   
Use mathematical knowledge to work out how long ago events 
would have happened? 

Can they begin to build up a picture of what main events happened in Britain/ the world 
during different centuries?   

Historical Knowledge Find out about everyday lives of people in time studied   
Compare with our life today  
Identify reasons for and results of people's actions 
Uses evidence to describe past:  
Houses and settlements  
Buildings and their uses- 
Things of importance to people 
Can they recognise that Britain has been invaded by several 
different groups over time? 
Describes similarities and differences between people, events and 

objects  

Identify key features and events of time studied   

Offer a reasonable explanation for some events  

Look for links and effects in time studied   



 

 

Topic Caribbean Carnival (Geography topic) Incredible India  

Historical Enquiry Famous people/Mary Seacole /Usain Bolt 
Use a range of sources to find out about a period- printed sources, 
the internet, pictures, photos, music, artefacts, 
Compare with our life today  
Identify reasons for and results of people's actions 

Indus Valley Civilisation. 

Uses documents, printed sources, the internet, pictures, photos, music, artefacts, historic 
buildings and visits to collect information about the past.  
Asks questions such as ‘what was it like for a …… during ……?’  
Can they research two versions of an event and say how they differ? 
Can they communicate knowledge and understanding orally and offer points of view based 
upon what they have found out 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Begin to place the time studied on a time line   
 

Can they plot recent history on a timeline using centuries? 
Can they use their mathematical skills to help them work out the time differences between 
certain major events in history? 
Can they use their mathematical skills to help them work out the time differences between 
certain major events in history? 

Historical Knowledge Find out about everyday lives of people in time studied   Identify some ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and children from 

the past. 

Identify key features and events of time studied   

Offer a reasonable explanation for some events  

Look for links and effects in time studied   

Describes how some of the past events/people affect life today. 

Do they recognise that the lives of wealthy people were very different from those of poor 

people? 



 Year 5 Year 6 
Topic Space World War 2 

Historical Enquiry Asks a range of questions about the past.   
Chooses reliable sources of evidence to answer questions 
Uses documents, printed sources, the internet, pictures, photos, 
music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to collect information 
about the past with increasing confidence.  
Begin to Use evidence to build up a picture of a past event   
Offer some reasons for different versions of events 

Identifies and uses different sources of information and artefacts.  
Evaluates the usefulness and accurateness of different sources of evidence.  
Forms own opinions about historical events from a range of sources  
Can they identify and explain their understanding of propaganda? 
Can they look at two different versions and say how the author may be attempting to 
persuade or give a specific viewpoint?  
Chooses reliable sources of factual evidence to describe: clothes, way of life and actions of 
people; buildings and their uses; people’s beliefs, religion and attitudes; things of 
importance to people. 
 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Uses timelines to place and sequence local, national and 
international events, lives of famous people and periods of history  
Sequences historical periods 
Can they use their mathematical skills to work out exact time 
scales and differences as need be? 

Understands that the past has been represented in different ways.  
Uses timelines to place specific events, periods and cultural movements from around the 
world. 
Uses timelines to demonstrate changes and developments in culture, technology, religion 
and society.  
Uses these key periods as reference points: BC, AD Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Tudors, Stuarts, 
Georgians, Victorians and Today through timelines 
Describes main changes in a period in history using words such as: social, religious, political, 
technological and cultural. 
Names date of any significant event studied from past and place it correctly on a timeline 

 
Historical Knowledge Can they describe historical events from the different period/s 

they are studying/have studied? 
Forms own opinions about historical events from a range of sources  
Can they describe a key event from Britain’s past using a range of evidence from different 
sources?  
Understands that the past has been represented in different ways 
Suggests accurate and plausible reasons for how/why aspects of the past have been 
represented and interpreted in different ways. 
Knows and understands that some evidence is propaganda, opinion or misinformation and 
that this affects interpretations of history.  
Can pose and answer their own historical questions. 
Can recognise and describe differences and similarities/ changes and continuity between 
different periods of history  
Describes similarities and differences between some people studied.  
Can summarise the main events from a specific period in history, explaining the order in 
which key events happened 
Describe features of historical events and people from past societies and periods they have 
studied 



Topic The Terrible Tudors World War 2 
Historical Enquiry Asks a range of questions about the past.   

Appreciate how historical artefacts have helped us understand 
more about British lives in the present and past 
Realise that there is often not a single answer to historical 
questions.  
Chooses reliable sources of evidence to answer questions 
Uses documents, printed sources, the internet, pictures, photos, 
music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to collect information 
about the past.  
Begin to Use evidence to build up a picture of a past event   

Identifies and uses different sources of information and artefacts.  
Evaluates the usefulness and accurateness of different sources of evidence.  
Forms own opinions about historical events from a range of sources  
Can they identify and explain their understanding of propaganda? 
Can they look at two different versions and say how the author may be attempting to 
persuade or give a specific viewpoint?  
Chooses reliable sources of factual evidence to describe: clothes, way of life and actions of 
people; buildings and their uses; people’s beliefs, religion and attitudes; things of 
importance to people. 
Suggests accurate and plausible reasons for how/why aspects of the past have been 
represented and interpreted in different ways. 
 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Uses timelines to place and sequence local, national and 
international events, lives of famous people and periods of history 
Sequences historical periods 
Can they use their mathematical skills to work out exact time 
scales and differences as need be? 
 

Understands that the past has been represented in different ways.  
Uses timelines to place specific events, periods and cultural movements from around the 
world. 
Uses timelines to demonstrate changes and developments in culture, technology, religion 
and society.  
Uses these key periods as reference points: BC, AD Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Tudors, Stuarts, 
Georgians, Victorians and Today through timelines 
Describes main changes in a period in history using words such as: social, religious, political, 
technological and cultural. 
Can recognise and describe differences and similarities/ changes and continuity between 

different periods of history 

Names date of any significant event studied from past and place it correctly on a timeline 

Historical Knowledge Gives some causes and consequences of the main events, 
situations and changes in the periods studied.  
Identifies changes and links within and across the time periods 
studied. 
Can they describe historical events from the different period/s 
they are studying/have studied? 

Forms own opinions about historical events from a range of sources  
Can they describe a key event from Britain’s past using a range of evidence from different 
sources?  
Knows and understands that some evidence is propaganda, opinion or misinformation and 
that this affects interpretations of history.  
Can pose and answer their own historical questions. 
Can recognise and describe differences and similarities/ changes and continuity between 
different periods of history 
Describes similarities and differences between some people studied. 
Can summarise the main events from a specific period in history, explaining the order in 
which key events happened 
Describe features of historical events and people from past societies and periods they have 
studied 
 
 



Topic The Vile Victorians Extreme Earth (Science Focus) 

Historical Enquiry Asks a range of questions about the past.  
Chooses reliable sources of evidence to answer questions 
Uses documents, printed sources, the internet, pictures, photos, 
music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to collect information 
about the past.  
Begin to Use evidence to build up a picture of a past event   

Evaluates the usefulness and accurateness of different sources of evidence.  

 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Uses timelines to place and sequence local, national and 
international events, lives of famous people and periods of history  
Sequences historical periods 
Can they use their mathematical skills to work out exact time 
scales and differences as need be? 
 

Uses timelines to place specific events, periods and cultural movements from around the 
world. 
Uses these key periods as reference points: BC, AD Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Tudors, Stuarts, 
Georgians, Victorians and Today through timelines 

Historical Knowledge Identifies some social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversities of 
societies studied in Britain and wider world.  
Gives some causes and consequences of the main events, 
situations and changes in the periods studied.  
Identifies changes and links within and across the time periods 
studied. 
Can they explain the role that Britain has had in spreading 
Christian values across the world?  

Forms own opinions about historical events from a range of sources  
Can pose and answer their own historical questions. 
Can recognise and describe differences and similarities/ changes and continuity between 
different periods of history? 
 

Topic The Vile Victorians Extreme Earth (Science Focus) 

Historical Enquiry Asks a range of questions about the past.   
Chooses reliable sources of evidence to answer questions 
Uses documents, printed sources, the internet, pictures, photos, 
music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to collect information 
about the past.  
Begin to Use evidence to build up a picture of a past event   

Evaluates the usefulness and accurateness of different sources of evidence.  
 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Uses timelines to place and sequence local, national and 
international events, lives of famous people and periods of history  
Sequences historical periods 
Can they use dates and describe events using historical language 
such as: century, decade, BC, AD, after, before, during Victorians 
period.  
Make comparisons between different times in the past 
Can they use their mathematical skills to work out exact time 
scales and differences as need be? 

Uses timelines to place specific events, periods and cultural movements from around the 
world. 
Uses these key periods as reference points: BC, AD Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Tudors, Stuarts, 
Georgians, Victorians and Today through timelines 

Historical Knowledge Identifies some social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversities of 
societies studied in Britain and wider world.  

Forms own opinions about historical events from a range of sources  
Can pose and answer their own historical questions. 



 

Gives some causes and consequences of the main events, 
situations and changes in the periods studied.  
Identifies changes and links within and across the time periods 
studied. 

Can recognise and describe differences and similarities/ changes and continuity between 
different periods of history? 

 

Topic Wild West Egyptians 

Historical Enquiry Asks a range of questions about the past.   
Chooses reliable sources of evidence to answer questions 
Begin to Use evidence to build up a picture of a past event  

Identifies and uses different sources of information and artefacts.  
Evaluates the usefulness and accurateness of different sources of evidence.  
 
 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Uses timelines to place and sequence local, national and 
international events, lives of famous people and periods of history  
Sequences historical periods 
Make comparisons between different times in the past 
Can they use their mathematical skills to work out exact time 
scales and differences as need be? 

Uses timelines to place specific events, periods and cultural movements from around the 
world. 
Names date of any significant event studied from past and place it correctly on a timeline 

Historical Knowledge Find out about everyday lives of people in time studied   

Compare an aspect of life with the same aspect in another period 
Forms own opinions about historical events from a range of sources  
Can pose and answer their own historical questions. 
Can recognise and describe differences and similarities/ changes and continuity between 
different periods of history 
Appreciate that some ancient civilisations showed greater advancements that people who 

lived centuries after them. 

Topic The Rainforest Egyptians 

Historical Enquiry Asks a range of questions about the past.   
Chooses reliable sources of evidence to answer questions 
Begin to Use evidence to build up a picture of a past event   

Identifies and uses different sources of information and artefacts.  
Evaluates the usefulness and accurateness of different sources of evidence.  
Suggest omissions and the means of finding out   
Confidently use the library and internet for research 
Link sources and work out how conclusions were arrived at   
 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Uses timelines to place and sequence local, national and 
international events, lives of famous people and periods of history  
Sequences historical periods 
Make comparisons between different times in the past 

Uses timelines to place specific events, periods and cultural movements from around the 
world. 
Uses these key periods as reference points: BC, AD Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Tudors, Stuarts, 
Georgians, Victorians and Today through timelines 
Names date of any significant event studied from past and place it correctly on a timeline 

Historical Knowledge Find out about everyday lives of people in time studied   Can pose and answer their own historical questions. 
Can recognise and describe differences and similarities/ changes and continuity between 
different periods of history? 
 


